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A Christian resource
for meeting
human need

In this issue
. . . we highlight some of the
varied ministries of the Mennonite Central Committee, of which
the Brethren in Christ is a constituent member. A concise annual
report appears on pages 6-7. A
later issue will report on the recent
annual meeting held at Edmonton, Alberta.
During the coming year, we
plan to report on Brethren in
C h r i s t r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h the
National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) and the Christian
Holiness Association (CHA).
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Working with refugees like
these Lao women is a
well-known ministry of
MCC.
John & Beulah Hess-Yoder

Misgivings expressed on
alternative service proposal
Conference representatives and MCC
U.S. staff members met in Chicago on
January 16 to discuss a response to an
alternative service program proposed by
the Selective Service System. A threehour segment of the meeting was devoted
to interchange with Donald Eberly from
the Washington office of Selective
Service.
Serious misgivings were expressed to
Eberly about the alternative service proposal, with the indication that substantial aspects of it are unacceptable. These
include: lack of assurance that work
assignments for conscientious objectors
will be genuinely acceptable to those of
sensitive conscience; highly centralized
and increasingly militarized administration of alternative service by the Selective Service System; failure to recognize
the churches' service programs and personnel policies as valid for alternative
service work.
Eberly, hired by Selective Service in
August 1980 to work with a task force
on alternative service, said that all of the
alternative service jobs contemplated
are humanitarian in nature. "I can tell
you categorically that COs would not be
working in war industry," he said. However, he did not promise a right of
appeal if a conscientious objector has
problems of conscience with an assignment. Eberly's vocational background is
in the area of youth employment and he
is an advocate of the national service.
"We left the meeting unsatisfied with
the wording of the 'Alternative Service
Concept Paper' on the matter of recognition of conscience in work assignments," said James Longacre, chairman
of U.S. Peace Section.
Eberly reported that Selective Service

has submitted the "Alternative Service
Concept Paper" for publication in the
Federal Register in the week of January
26. The purpose of this publication is to
invite comment from the public before
regulations governing alternative service
are drafted. MCC U.S. Peace Section
and some conference officers will submit written comments on the "Alternative Service Concept Paper" after it
appears in the Federal Register.
MCC encourages interested individuals to obtain a copy of the Federal
Register when it prints the "Alternative
Service Concept Paper" and to submit
comments to the Selective Service System. The Federal Register can be found
in public libraries or obtained by request
through your representative or senator
in Washington.

Gerald Schlabach

Five Brethren In Christ persons may be
seen in this photo of a recent joint meeting of M C C U.S. and M C C U.S. Peace
Section. Can you identify all five persons?
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MCCer Carman Albrecht demonstrates
a solar food dryer at an 'appropriate technology' exposition
in Guatemala.
Ken Ekstrom

Center providing rehabilitation
for Zimbabwean war victims
The fighting that helped bring about
majority rule in Zimbabwe also displaced over a million of its citizens and
left thousands more physically disabled.
Mennonite Central Committee worker
Kristina Ediger of Enid, Okla., was
recently in Zimbabwe to help set up the
National Rehabilitation Center where
war victims will receive the care needed
to get them back into society.
Zimbabwe's Department of Social
Services established the center, based on
recommendations made by the British
relief organization O X F A M . M C C became involved after consulting with
Bishop Ndlovu of Zimbabwe's Brethren
in Christ Church. Located on a former
farm 20 kilometers east of Salisbury, the
rehabilitation center will offer physiotherapy and medical services, sports and
recreational therapy, pre-vocational training and job placement.
Former soldiers and refugees disabled
by bullets and land mines will come in
groups of 200 for five to six months.
Says Ediger: "This center will be an
excellent means of providing these people with the new chance on life they have
waited so long to achieve." Eventually
the center will treat disabilities of all
sorts.
The Zimbabwean superintendent, who
has a master's degree in hospital administration from Canada, heads a staff of
approximately 50. Staff and patients are
currently living in tents, but there are
plans to put up 45 to 50 houses.
Ediger was at the center when the first
group of disabled war victims arrived
from a nearby repatriation camp. She
reports: "After so much moving around
from one place to another—refugee
camps, hospitals, repatriation camps,
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even different countries, and now to this
new center, you would think they would
feel like an unwanted piece of luggage.
But they seemed genuinely delighted to
have arrived. It was one of my greatest
pleasures to see this and to know that
something is really happening for them."
She was particularly pleased to be
able to re-establish contact with some of
the Zimbabweans she had met at a refugee camp for disabled in neighboring
Mozambique. She had gone there last
March at the request of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees to assess needs and make
recommendations.
Some of these former camp members
expressed appreciation for a truckload
of supplies M C C Swaziland had sent to
the camp. Says Ediger: "Hearing their
thanks and seeing their beaming faces,
the time and money spent to send such
shipments are worth more than words
can describe."
After the fighting had ended the new
government and the U.N. Commissioner
arranged for the rapid return of disabled
refugees along with thousands of other
more able-bodied ones from Mozambique and elsewhere. Some had been
away from their homes for six or seven
years.
Ediger reports that after the initial
euphoria many found they had little to
return to. "Many went back to find villages destroyed, homes burned and their
families killed or missing. Plus they had
identified with a group for so long it was
now hard to leave that security."
Those suffering the added handicap
of a lost limb or other war-related disability find the greatest difficulty reestablishing themselves. With its pre-

Some teachers at Zimbabwe's National
Rehabilitation Center also suffer handicaps. Despite this man's disabled hand,
he will be teaching sculpturing to war
victims.

vocational training in areas such as
welding, clerking and animal husbandry
to go along with the treatment and therapy, the National Rehabilitation Center
hopes to give its patients the boost they
need to become self-supporting in a
tight job market.
Ediger discounts fears that the center
will experience some of the tribal and
political tensions currently causing unrest
in much of the country. "These others,
the ones who went through it all, are
tired of war. These are the ones who
have felt a bullet, or lost a leg. It seems as
if the rehabilitation center will be an
example of national unity."
She also feels optimistic about Zimbabwe as a whole. "I was over and again
struck by the willingness on the most
part of everyone to get along and make
the country a success. Everybody is tired
of war and hate and rivalry and most
seem to really want unity. With all
things considered and with this growing
attitude of oneness, how can Zimbabwe
not stand?"
3

In North America, MCC works in
ministries with Native Americans,
the elderly, offenders, and the
rural and urban poor. Here MCCer
Steve Linscheid listens to Choctaw
Indian David Dixon from Mississippi.

Richard Olfert

Greg Bowman

Joint transcultural
seminar scheduled
An annual Transcultural Seminar,
designed for college students and mission and service workers, will be held at
Goshen College, June 29 to July 10,
1981. More than 100 participants are
expected.
Sponsored jointly by M C C and three
Mennonite colleges, the seminar will
focus on four areas of development:
tropical agriculture, education, health
care, and nutrition.
The seminar provides training for
students interested in overseas work, as
well as in-service training for current
service workers. Participants can earn
three hours of academic credit.
More details can be obtained from
Norma Johnson, Personnel Services,
MCC, Akron, Pa., 17501 o r f r o m Transcultural Seminar, The Dean's Office,
Goshen College, Goshen, Ind., 46526.

Living patterns topic of
teachers workshop
"Managing the Future: Adapting Old
Skills to New Issues" is the theme of a
two-day gathering of home economics
teachers at M C C offices in Akron, Pa.,
March 27-28. Sponsored by the M C C
Hunger Concerns Office, the meeting
will provide teachers from the eastern
United States and Ontario an opportunity for input and interaction. Leaders
will include Jake Thiessen, chairman of
Messiah College's home economics
department.
For further information and registration materials, write M C C Hunger Concerns Office, 21 South 12th Street,
Akron, Pa., 17501.

MCC/Brethren in Christ
cooperation in Zambia
As in other parts of the world, MCC's
activities in Zambia are geared to help
the church in its program and outreach.
Cooperating with the Brethren in Christ
Church in Zambia, M C C is providing
Christian personnel to fill positions
where they contribute to the life of the
church and become co-workers with
Brethren in Christ personnel.
Randy and Pam Clouse, M C C personnel in Zambia, joined the Macha
Mission Hospital and Secondary School
staffs in January 1981. Randy began
teaching at the Secondary School with
the opening of the new school year;
Pam, a nurse, works part-time at Macha
Hospital. At Macha the Clouses contribute their skills to work in institutions
administered by the Brethren in Christ
Church and work closely with Zambian
and expatriate personnel.
In other settings, MCCer Diane Payne
teaches at Choma Secondary School,
administered jointly by the Brethren in
Christ and Pilgrim Wesleyan Churches.
Two M C C couples, J o h n and Pat
P a n k r a t z a n d R i c h a r d and Grace
Knelsen, teach at David Livingstone
Teacher Training College in Livingstone.
While D L T T C is not administered by
the Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia, the principal and some persons on
the staff are Brethren in Christ members.

Loraine Buckwalter, Brethren in Christ
nurse with missions experience, has
returned to Zimbabwe under MCC to
serve as medical administrator under
Bishop Ndlovu. Here she and other
nurses inspect the remains of the buildings at Phumula.

M C C channeled United Church missionaries Robert and Nelda Thelin to
Sikalongo Mission. An agriculturalist
and public health nurse, the Thelins are
working in rural development projects.
Bob and Nelda carry a concern to build
the church as an integral part of this
community development work. The
Thelins' children, Rachel and Ruth, are
taught by Brethren in Christ missionary
Janet Kipe.
These illustrations of M C C / Brethren
in Christ cooperation are encouraging.
As missions personnel and church leaders in Zambia work at building positive
relationships with one another, they
need the prayer and support of the
church in North America. We are coworkers with M C C and Brethren in
Christ personnel in Zambia and elsewhere.
—Alice Dourte
Brethren in Christ Missions

MCCer Richard Olfert demonstrates
to Ugandans at Christian Rural
Service Experimental Farm
how to space maize seeds
to insure maximum productivity.

In Calcutta, Indian women sew
blouses and other items in a
Self-Help project. A variety of
Self-Help items are sold in M C C
thrift shops across North America.

Neil Janzen

Indonesian Christians form
disaster and relief service
Responding to human disaster occurring in their midst the last ten days of
November, Christians of the Muria
(Mennonite) Church of Indonesia have
formed a disaster and relief service
called S A M A R I A (Sesama MA nusia
7?epublik /ndonesia, roughly translated
Neighbors in Indonesia).
Within two weeks of riots directed at
property owned by ethnic Chinese living
in Indonesia, over $11,000 and much
clothing and food already had been collected for distribution among the needy,
but the needs were far greater.
The S A M A R I A effort is directed not
only at church people, many of whom
suffered severe property losses, but to
others as well—both those having suffered direct property loss and many
laborers, vendors, pedicab drivers and
the like who have lost their jobs or
sources of income because factories and
businesses were destroyed.
M C C has sent $5,000 to help victims
of the November riots, and will make
available further assistance if requested.
In addition, M C C Secretary for Asia
Bert Lobe will visit Indonesia in March
to discuss the situation with church
leaders and consider other ways M C C
might assist.
The Muria Church is making every
effort to minister to those in physical
need, but the losses the church itself has
sustained, both spiritual as well as physical, are great. Physical losses include
minor damage to some church buildings, which the government immediately
helped to repair, and the burning of two
buses owned by the Dorkas Foundation, the church's fundraising agency.
Those two buses were part of a fleet of
12 operated by a church member busi-
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nessman, 10 of which were burned in the
riots.
The spiritual and psychological
wounds sustained are of much more farreaching consequence, both for the Chinese ethnic community as a whole and
the Muria Church. During the last two
decades the church has taken decisive
steps to move beyond its earlier strictly
Chinese ethnic identity to work among
and include people of other ethnic
groups. The reaction and response of
the present generation will make a deep
impression on the next generation now
in its childhood and youth.
The strength of love for enemy and
the witness of the suffering servant are
not themes that have had a central place
in the life and ministry of the Muria
Church in the past. But being face to

face with overt acts of hatred and violence has forced church leaders to delve
deeply into scriptural passages like
Romans 12:17-21 on love of enemy. But
questions, worries and uncertainty also
set them to pondering passages like
Luke 12:49-53, which speak of discord
instead of peace.
Christmas is usually the time for
elaborate festivals and celebrations among Christians in Indonesia. But this
year the people of the Muria Church
laid aside plans for such celebrations.
Sober reflection took the place of the
joyous gaiety of other Christmases.
Funds and energies originally designated
for Christmas festivals have been diverted to relief work.
—Lawrence M. Yoder,
former MCC Indonesia

Helene Klassen of West Germany works with handicapped children
in Pennsylvania. She is one of 68 young people currently in North
America under MCC's Visitor Exchange Program.

MCC 1980

annual report

Health care in Bolivia

Iwl

ennonites and Brethren in Christ are a serving people. We see others in need
and want to respond. When there is a natural disaster at home we are glad that
Mennonite Disaster Service volunteers are among the first to help. Through
mission and service boards we work to meet needs overseas. When we see needs and are unable
to help, we are frustated.
1980 was a year of many frustrations. At home we witnessed political leaders unable to cope
with national and international problems. Worldwide, political structures seemed to be
crumbling. There was violence in the Middle East, repression in Latin America, instability in
Africa, war lingering in Asia.
We read in the small print of the newspapers of famine in eastern Africa—starvation no longer
seemed to merit headlines. We read that in Indochina and Africa situations were so unstable it
was difficult for relief organizations to send aid and still more difficult to be certain that such aid
reached those in need.
Such a year was the 61st year of MCC activity "In the Name of Christ." A major
disappointment early in the year was the inability to do more to assist refugees in Indochina. Civil
war in Chad forced MCC to withdraw its personnel there. It was difficult to find experienced
personnel to lead overseas programs.
The majority of MCC's 800 workers continued to serve in long-term development programs.
Through teaching, health, social services and food production services they worked with local
church and other groups to help those in developing countries gain a more humane standard of
living
The 1980 annual meeting underlined a concern for refugee needs in a resolution calling for
special attention to assisting refugees and helping prevent situations that produce them. A new
area in which MCC was able to assist refugees was the Horn of Africa.
In the Horn, conflict between Ethiopia and Somalia drove some 1.5 million refugees into
Somalia, a poor country already suffering from drought and ill prepared to care for its new refugee
populatioa Early in 1980 MCC sent 518 tons of material aid including milk, vegetable oil,
clothing and soap. In fall MCC Great Lakes gathered over 1,000 tons of corn for Somalia and
$125,000 to ship the corn.
MCC also sent workers—mechanics to maintain trucks used to distribute aid, agriculturists
and engineers to work in food production in refugee camps.
A health team, working under the direction of the Ethiopian Meserete Kristos Church, also
assisted displaced persons in Ethiopia In July 5,000 metric tons of Food Bank wheat donated by
to Ethiopia—MCC's largest food shipment ever sent.
iCanadian
_ a n a u i a n ifarmers
a r m e r s were
w e r e shipped
snipp
A highlight of the Asia program was an agreement with the
government of Indonesia allowing MCC to do further work with
the settlement of landless people in less populated areas. At
year send five new workers were assisting in this transmigration
in Indonesia.
MCC closed its long-term development program in Jordan, as that country experienced
increased social and economic stability, but continued development work in Egypt
and in the conflict-ridden areas of
West Bank and Lebanon. In Latin
America a new long-term program
began in Guatemala, where MCCers
serve in the context of an unstable political situation and a society where there are gross inequities
between rich and poor. Special staff joined Brazil and Bolivia teams to assist workers in
spiritual ministries and interpretation of justice problems.
For the first time in 13 years the MCC secretary for Europe is working, at the invitation of
European Mennonites, from a European office rather than Akron headquarters.
At home Canadian Mennonite and Brethren in Christ churches have sponsored 4,000 refugees
since the spring of 1979. MCC U.S., completing its first full year, worked with Haitian and
Cuban refugees in Miami and has facilitated the placement of 1,500 refugees. Two new regional
groups formed—MCC East Coast and MCC Great Lakes. Self-Help Crafts continued its rapid
rate of growth. Sales in Canada and the United States totaled $1.2 million.
A special event of the year was the release of Living More With Less by the late Doris
Janzen Longacre, a book sponsored by MCC stressing the goals of living justly and in harmony
with God's creation. At year's end 60,000 copies had been printed.
An increased interest in service among constituents is a sign that the problems surrounding us
have not overwhelmed us. Applicants for service rose dramatically and MCC placed 337 new
workers compared to 274 in 1979. Eight hundred and nine workers were in service at year's end,
compared with 722 a year ago. Although Canadian giving has leveled off in 1980, increased
giving in the United States paralleled the increase in new workers, enabling MCC to expand its
help to those in need.
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Relief Sales
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Domestic Program:
U.S. Program
Mennonite Mental Health
Services
Mennonite Disaster Service
Peace Section (U.S.)
S E L F H E L P Crafts

430,522
55,329
77,397
133,878
875,552
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1,576,828

Administration
Total Disbursements

$16,777,655

Excess of Income
over Disbursements
Less Funds Spent for
Long-term Assets
Net Increase in Operating Fund
Balances

1,083,888
607,781
476,107

All amounts rounded off to
nearest dollar. A detailed
financial statement and program
report is available upon
request.
Material Aid Shipments
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write to:
Mennonite Central Committee
21 South 12th Street
Akron, Pennsylvania 17501
or M C C (Canada)
201-1483 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, Manitoba R 3 T 2 C 8

A
»

f

Executive Board of the India church.
From left to right: Patros Hembrom,
Hem Paul, Emmanuel Roy and Surendra
Roy.

The India chw
(Impressions from a rec
by Harve

"What is it like to return 'home' after
six years?" I have been asked by both
Indians and Canadians. My reactions
were varied. There was joy as I witnessed a growing and maturing church.
To fellowship again with those we had
come to love and respect was a deep
pleasure. There were times of great rejoicing, spiritually and socially. Often I
thanked God for church leaders who
were giving themselves sacrificially to
serve the Lord and His people.
But I was hurt and depressed to witness the intense suffering of a povertystricken people. How could I have so
easily forgotten their plight? It was a
healthy shock to be confronted with
gaunt faces and tattered clothes and
remember that the majority of our Third
World neighbors struggle to exist under
these conditions. I was hounded by my
responsibility for my less fortunate
brothers and sisters in India. I especially
struggled to know how I could relate
with integrity to my brothers and sisters
in Christ. How could I help without
being destructive in the process? I discovered no simple solution.
Superficially many things remain relatively the same. The roads were full of
ox carts and pedestrians. In Singeshwar,
pedestrians swarmed over the narrow
highway, a seething mass of humanity
bringing vehicular traffic to a stop.
There were the same noises piercing the
night: the screech owl who kept nightly
vigil outside our bedroom, jackals, the
hawkers. But gone were many of the
"chai wallas" (tea hawkers) at the railway station. The high price of sugar had
driven them out of business.

Harvey R. Sider, Bishop of the Canadian Conference, visited India with his wife, Erma, last fall
on behalf of Brethren in Christ Missions. The
Siders were missionaries in India from 1962-1974.
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Severe inflation and the worsening
economic plight of the working people
were reflected in the hungry faces and
lack of good clothing. The average
laborer in Banmankhi was earning $2025 a month (65c-70c a day) with skilled
workman's wages about double that.
Those in government service fared much
better. But when small eggs sold for $1 a
dozen and rice, the basic diet, for $10 a
bushel, how could these people exist?
But my deeper concerns related to the
church. What would I find—growth,
maturity, discouragement? How well
had missionaries laid the foundations
for an indigenous church?

how the Christians have earned the
respect of the officials in Purnea. One
day he came upon a group of Hindu
shopkeepers. One of them said, "Oh,
we've just been talking about you!"
"What is it?" asked Patros.
"In this day of severe shortages, how
can you get a permit for one tin of kerosene oil (20 litres) per week and 75
pounds of sugar per month for your
hostel?"
"Because the government officials
know it will not go on the black market,
they are glad to give this to me," said
Patros. The honesty of the Christians
has made its influence felt on top level
local administrators.

The emerging leadership of the church
immediately impressed me. For the past
two decades Surendra N. Roy, Hem K.
Paul, and Patros Hembrom have carried the main load of responsibility.
Now to assist them are emerging capable, well-trained young men with a vision for service and a commitment to the
Lord and the church. Samuel Hembrom (fluent in Santali, Hindi, and English) and Moses Mirandi, both trained
at Allahabad Bible Seminary, are preaching in unreached villages, teaching at
Banmanhki and assisting administratively among the tribals. Emmanuel Roy,
Church Board Secretary, is respected
for his thoughtful insights in church
leadership. On a different level, the
training programs at Banmankhi and
the rising level of educational achievement is providing an expanding and
solid base for a growing church.

Outreach continues. The church in
the north is growing. In March, 17
believers were baptized. Now 20 more
are awaiting for baptism. The mukhiya
(leader) is the "pastor" except for the
occasional times when someone goes up
from Banmankhi. Several families in
new villages south of Banmankhi and in
three villages west of Banmankhi are
forming new congregations. But the
growth is occurring primarily in new
villages where the gospel has not yet
penetrated. There the people are receptive to the message of salvation. In my
last conversation with Rev. Hembrom,
he said that except for about 25 villages
in the southwest of Purnea District, the
gospel had spread through the rest of the
district. To assist in the continued outreach, a new thrust in church planting
has been projected.

An effective witness is shining through
the darkness of pagan society. This testimony reaches the high and low, by
both word and deed.
Traveling in a rickshaw, Patros Hembrom shared with me an example of

A sense of purpose and identity
emerged in the discussions and decisions
made during Roy Sider's consultation
with the church leaders. Substantial
healing of a division within the Uraon
church was a highlight of love and unity.
The church workers' retreat and the
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rch moves on
fit visit to North Bihar)
l. Sider
Children attending the Sunday School Seminar enjoy rice and curry at a meal.

Sunday School Seminar brought all
four regions together. The experience of
oneness, strength and identity through
the corporate body was encouraging.
I left India realizing anew that this
was Christ's church. Corporately, the
church was endeavoring to be the people
of God in ministry and outreach in spite
of many difficulties.
But there are concerns which face the
church today and in the future. The first,
nominal Christianity, arises out of the
structure of Indian society. I was sharing
the experience of my childhood conversion with the young people during the
Sunday School Seminar. At one point I
stopped and asked, "What makes a person a Christian?" The immediate and
spontaneous response was, "My parents
are Christians so I was born a Christian."
Six hundred million Hindus, Muslims and Christians are automatically
identified with a particular religion by
their birth. This pervading mentality
invades the church. Such a situation
encourages a "form of godliness" which
lacks the reality of a changed, dynamic
life in Christ. It also affects one's
response to the demands of discipleship
and one's relations with his brother.
Administrative overload tends to limit
spiritual ministries for which our leaders
are adequately qualified and in which
they could spend their energy. The keeping of records consumes hours of time.
There are many board meetings to
attend. Leaders care for the church
properties and land. The resolution of
internal problems which arise between
the members consumes a great deal of
time. These things must be done. Since
the leaders are honest, respected and
to page 10
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Church in India sponsors
first Sunday school seminar
by Erma Sider
"The light of the world is Jesus," sung in children's high, clear voices floated
out over the night air. Tiny candles illuminated the children's faces as they sang of
Jesus' love. Neighboring towns and villages were celebrating the Hindu festival of
lights, but here at Banmankhi eighty children and teachers had gathered to honor
the Lord Jesus.
It was truly an international affair involving four nations: India, Japan, the
United States and Canada.
The Sunday school children of the Brethren in Christ Church in Japan
initiated the event with their love offering of $15 for the Sunday school children
of India. Leaders looked for a special way to use this gift and decided to sponsor
an event specifically for children and youth, calling it a Sunday school seminar.
And so, the Seminar was eagerly anticipated by the children, ten from each
district, invited to attend. Teachers and students had worked many hours to
prepare dramas, songs and Bible verses. The students were especially excited
about their first Bible quiz complete with rules, teams and judges. Competition
was expecially keen with Madhipura and Barjora teams reaching the finals.
Barjora won in the end but of course each team participating had truly won by
hiding God's Word in their hearts.
Drama seems to come so naturally to these children. Saharsa young people did
a beautiful portrayal of the Prodigal Son, made more meaningful perhaps
because of the Eastern setting.
Surely the singing must have been the highlight of the Seminar. Every child
and young person seemed to be singing at the top of his or her voice. Guitars,
drums, flute, harmonium, tambourine plus hand clapping provided the beat.
They could have gone on for hours.
Teachers from the United States and Canada added to the international
flavor. Mary Hoke, Dorothy Sider and I had been asked to assist Samuel
Hembrom with the leadership of the Seminar. However, teaching time was
extremely limited because the children had prepared so much material which
they naturally wanted everyone to hear. In actual fact, this became more of a
youth conference than a seminar.
"Let's have a seminar like this every year," the teachers said as our time
together concluded. "If we could take up an occasional offering, we could
arrange it," said one of them.
Roy and Dorothy Sider, travelling on to Japan, carried a special word of
thanks to the children there for their gift of love in Jesus' name. H ow delightful it
was to see one overseas church coming to the assistance of another. The children
sang, "We are one in the Spirit," a beautiful reminder that we are truly one in
Jesus Christ.

India church moves on . ..
from page 9

knowledgeable, they are thrust into this
work. But new ways need to be found to
care for administrative duties so that
energy can be released for the greater
spiritual ministries.
How can we help?
How can we best help our brothers
and sisters in India?
Read all that is written by or about
the India church. It is imperative to keep
informed concerning (a) the battles and
victories of the church, (b) the life of the
people as they struggle with poverty and
persecution, and (c) the personhood and
ministry of church leaders. The Missions Prayer Fellowship's Challenge,
therefore, and the Evangelical Visitor's
missions pages are some of the best
resources for keeping in touch with
brothers and sisters in India.
Pray specifically for people whose
names appear in these materials. An
intense spiritual battle is being waged as
the church examines its purpose and
takes steps to reach out. Intercessory
prayer directed to specific goals is the
most effective assistance we can give to
the church in India.
Give. For 90% of the Brethren in
Christ in India, the level of subsistence
cannot be fathomed by the Western
mind. Yet the Indian Christians are
encouraged to give even out of their
poverty. True partnership in the worldwide ministry of the gospel demands
obedience in our sharing more deeply
from our abundance. This is not to
create a new dependence but it is to be
workers together in the building of the
body of Christ.
LEGAL N O T I C E
Messiah Village, 100 Mt. Allen Drive, Mechanicsburg, Pa., a non-profit corporation of the
Brethren in Christ Church, has agreed to comply
with the provisions of Federal Civil Rights Acts
of 1964, and the Pennsylvania H u m a n Relations
Act of 1955, and all requirements imposed pursuant thereto, to the end that no person shall on
the ground of race, color, national origin, ancestry, age, sex, handicap, or religious creed be
excluded f r o m participation in, be denied benefits of, or otherwise be subject to discrimination
in the provision of any care or service. The nondiscriminatory policy of this facility applies to
residents, physicians, and all employees. Under
no circumstances will the application of this policy result in the segregation or re-segregation of
buildings, wings, floors, and rooms for reasons
of race, color, national origin, ancestry, age, sex,
or religious creed. We reserve the right to admit
members of the sponsoring denomination as
priority.
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Church News
Allegheny Conference
The Antrim congregation hosted a concert by
the Living Miracles on Sunday evening, Jan. 11. •
Thirteen persons, including the pastor, Rev. John
Rosenberry, from the Big Valley congregation
read the Bible through during 1980.
On Sunday morning, Jan. 11, Dr. Elbert Smith
was installed as pastor of the Carlisle congregation. Dr. Smith had served as assistant pastor at
Carlisle from 1948-1951. A reception tea for the
Smiths was held by the congregation on the evening of the installation. • The goal of the Dillsburg
congregation to pay off their indebtedness was
met when their offering totaled $4,733.16. A noteburning service is being planned.
A silver tea set was given to Rev. and Mrs.
Amos Kipe by the Iron Springs congregation at a
surprise farewell luncheon on Sunday, Dec. 28.
On Jan. 4, Rev. and Mrs. H. Frank Kipe were
installed as the pastoral couple by Bishop Alvin
Book. • The Montgomery congregation reports
receiving five persons into membership on Sunday
morning, Jan. 25. A baptism service followed in
the evening service.
The Ridgevue congregation reports that the
choir presented a Christmas program for the Messiah Village residents. • Five persons were received
into the Shermans Valley congregation recently.

Atlantic Conference
The newly formed Blue Ridge congregation
held their first Sunday service on Jan. 11. They
have rented a house for their place of meeting. • A
missions conference was held by the Cross Roads
congregation recently. The resource people were
John and Lucille Graybill and David Brubaker.
The Manor congregation reports a Baby Dedication Service recently when seven babies were
dedicated. Twelve persons were received into
membership on Dec. 7. • The Messiah College
Singers presented a program to the Palmyra congregation on Sunday evening, Jan. 25. The youth
recently viewed the film, "Blood on the Mountain."
A Reading Contest is being held by the Refton
congregation library. The contest will be from Jan.
11-Apr. 1. • Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Frey, pastoral
couple of Speedwell Heights congregation, attended
the January session of the Institute of Holy Land
Studies. Messiah College sponsored the session in
Jerusalem from Dec. 31-Jan. 22.

Canadian Conference
The Heise Hill congregation hosted a Watchnight Service for two Mennonite churches in the
community. Special music was provided by the
Wright Singers, Judy Steckley, Paul and Ruth
Martin, and Andy and Mary McNiven. A pottery
demonstration, "A Sermon in Clay," was given by
Paul Martin.
Rev. and Mrs. Douglas Sider, pastoral couple
of Massey Place, and eleven other staff and
spouses attended the Robert Schuller Institute for
Successful Church Leadership, held Jan. 28-31 in
Los Angeles, Ca. • Rev. Gordon Gilmore gave his
farewell message to the Port Colborne congregation, just prior to the Gilmores leaving for preparation for the mission field.

The Rosebank congregation began a Bible
Memory Program. Those in the program will
recite their verses in the Sunday morning services.
• The ministry of Niagara Christian College was
recently presented to the West Heights congregation by Roger Grant.

Central Conference
The Ashland congregation hosted a hymn sing
for Northern Ohio churches on Sunday night, Jan.
18. • On Sunday morning, Jan. 4, twenty persons
were received into fellowship by the Bethel
(Merrill) congregation. Ten persons were baptized
in a service held in the afternoon.
The youth of the Bethel Community congregation held a Winter Fun Day at Living Waters
Camp on Saturday, Jan. 11. • The Christian
Union congregation reports an average attendance of 32 in the Good News Club held on Wednesday evenings.
The Dayton Church continues to have faithful
attenders. (See May 10,1979 issue). The congregation was thrilled when Alice Lehman, who has had
much illness, received her one-year perfect attendance certificate. Four generations of a family also
received awards: Josie Townsend—27 year bar;
her daughter, Jo-Ann Simpson—25 year bar; her
grandson, John Simpson—24 year bar; and her
three-year old great-granddaughter, Shannon
Marie—three year seal. • The Morrison congregation reports that they held a communion service
on Sunday, Jan. 25.

Midwest Conference
The Mountain View congregation has established a blood bank in the area hospitals of the
community. A weekly student relationship class
was begun for the youth of the church.
Special guests at the Rosebank Church on Sunday evening, Jan. 11, were Dr. and Mrs. Howland
who told of their involvement in missions. •
Bishop Henry Ginder was the guest speaker for the
Missions Prayer Fellowship of the Zion congregation on Monday, Feb. 2.

Pacific Conference
Doug and Bonnie Friedman showed slides of
their recent trip to Israel to the Irvine congregation
on Wednesday, Jan. 28. • Members of the Labish
Church Board and their spouses shared in a retreat
with Bishop Don Shafer on Saturday, Jan. 17.
The retreat was held at Silver Creek Falls.
"Look, World, God Loves You" was the theme
for the Missionary Conference held by the Upland
congregation on Feb. 6-8. Roy Sider, John and
Lucille Graybill, and Arlene Miller were the
resource people. Eighty-four persons were received
into church fellowship during 1980.

Correction
Phillip Dott, Pittsburgh, Pa., was married Nov.
29 to Debra Hostetter, and not Elmer, who is
Phillip's father. See Jan. 25 issue.
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For The Record . . .
Births
Alleman: Lowell Carl, born Dec. 14, to Carl
and Fay Alleman, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Areford: Christine Marie, born Dec. 30, to
George and Dawn Areford, Refton congregation,
Pa.
Bathurst: Estol Leighton, born Nov. 26, to
P a m and Tim Bathurst, Abilene congregation, Ks.
Brandt: A m a n d a Lee, born Dec. 26, to Ken
and Joni Brandt, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Buhl: Heather Mae, born Dec. 29, to T o m and
Debby Buhl, Highland congregation, Oh.
Burkholder: Kristen Marie, born Sept. 25, to
Larry and Kim Burkholder, M a n o r congregation,
Pa.
Charles: Derek Marvin, born Dec. 31, to Marvin and Sheri Charles, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Clippinger: C o o p e r J. D. A., born in Sept. to
A b r a h a m and Annette Clippinger, Shermans Valley congregation, Pa.
DeBord: Danielle Nichole, born J a n . 4, to
Wesley and Paula DeBord, Western Hills congregation, Oh.
Fluke: Melissa Dawn, born Oct. 10, to David
and Betty Fluke, Shermans Valley congregation,
Pa.
Freed: Shaun Michael, born Dec. 13, to Ron
and Sandra (Hernandez) Freed, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
Garis: Ryan Noland, born Dec. 25, to Kevin
and Brenda Garis, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Harper: Robert Guy Jr., born Dec. 23, to Bob
and Barb Harper, Chambersburg congregation,
Pa.
Hess: Isaac Jay, born Jan. 13, to Jay and
Sharon Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Landis: Daniel Eugene, born Dec. 8, to Daniel
and Linda Landis, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.
Leese: Jason Scott, born Dec. 28, to Jeff and
Melody Leese, Cross R o a d s congregation, Pa.
Liskey: Harold Jr., born Jan. 15, to Harold
and Dawn Liskey, Elizabethtown congregation,
Pa.
Mohr: James Finley, born Dec. 31, to Jim and
Audrey Mohr, Mountain View congregation, Co.
Montalvo: Joseph Anthony III, born Dec. 11,
to J o e and Julia (Hernandez), Montalvo, Cross
Roads congregation, Pa.
Moore: Dustin Allen, born Dec. 16, to Stephen
and Lynn J o (Dodson) Moore, Shermans Valley
congregation, Pa.
Moyer: J o r d a n Dean, born Dec. 23, to Harold
and Alta Moyer, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Ndlovu: Joseph Leo, born J a n . 9, to Scotch
and Vivian Ndlovu, Bloomington, In.
Paraiso: Suzanne Sue, born Aug. 24, to Cesar
and Eunice (Fohringer) Paraiso, Gaithersburg,
Md.
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Pepper: Joseph Anthony, born Jan. 6, to Roger
and Jeanne Pepper, Elizabethtown congregation,
Pa.
Weidman: Tyler Drew, born Dec. 28, to Paul
and Kathy Weidman, Souderton congregation,
Pa.
Wenger: Jeffrey Craig, born Oct. 24, to Larry
and Karen (Miller) Wenger, Fairview congregation, Oh.
Worman: Craig Alan, Jr., born Nov. 29, to
Craig and Diana Worman, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Worman: Julia Lynn, born Oct. 26, to Kent
and Joy Worman, Mosinee, Wi.
Yeater: Tony Eugene, born Dec. 24, to Paul
and Pat Yeater, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Blackstone-Fought: Florence Fought and Rev.
Walter E. Blackstone, Dec. 20, in the First Church
of God, Mechanicsburg, Pa., with Rev. Groff and
Rev. Curtis Bryant officiating.
Lapp-Westcott: Diane Marie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Westcott, and Randall Lee, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Lapp, both of Lancaster,
Pa., Nov. 1, in the Calvary Independent Church,
Lancaster, Pa., with Rev. Eric G. Crighton
officiating.
Marr-Stanisic: Anne Stanisic and William
Marr, Dec. 28, in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ
Church.
Pittman-Heath: Lori, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ray Heath, Saxton, Pa., and Steven, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pittman, Hopewell, Pa.,
Nov. 15, in the Shermans Valley Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Walter Blackstone and
Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating.
Wingert-Light: Rebecca Sue, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. John Light, Carlisle, Pa., and Royce
Owen, son of Rev. and Mrs. Gerald Wingert,
Lancaster, Pa., Sept. 20, in the Second Presbyterian Church, Carlisle, with Rev. James Ferguson,
Rev. Wingert, and Rev. Samuel Lady officiating.
Witter-Small: Robin, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roger Small, Malvern, Pa., and Michael,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Witter, Perkasie, Pa.,
Nov. 29, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. J. Andrew Stoner officiating.
Zelonko-Heister: J o d y Lynn, d a u g h t e r of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Heister, Hopewell, Pa., and
Darrell J o h n , son of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n Zelonko,
Six Mile Run, Pa., Dec. 7, in the Shermans Valley
Brethren in Christ Church, with Rev. Earl Lehman officiating.

Obituaries
Baumgardner: Mrs. Estella Lentz Baumgardner, born May 30,1906, died Dec. 7,1980. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Charles. She is
survived by two sons; four daughters; 16 grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. She was a

member of the Hummelstown Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. Andrew Slagenweit and Rev. Isaac
Kanode conducted the funeral service.
Calvert: Joseph Frank Calvert, born July 11,
1906 near Herschel, Sask., died Jan. 6, 1981 in
Prince Albert. He is survived by his wife, Jennie; a
daughter, Mrs. Joyce Whitford; a son, Norman;
two sisters; four brothers; nine grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren. Rev. D. Maurice Moore
and Eva Smith conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Howard Creek Cemetery.
Chestnut: W. Stanley Chestnut, Clay Center,
Ks., born March 8, 1899, died Jan. 11,1981. He is
survived by his wife, Leona; four sons: J o h n , Merlin, Douglas and Duane; two daughters: Mrs.
Wayne Higby and Mrs. Howard McCaniel; 14
grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. He was a
member of the Zion Brethren in Christ Church.
The funeral service was conducted in the Presbyterian Church, Clay Center. Interment was in the
Republic City Cemetery.
Kerr: Mrs. Rachel Landes Kerr, Hatfield, Pa.,
born Feb. 5, 1931, died Nov. 28, 1980, in the
Grandview Hospital, Sellersville, Pa. She was
married to Wilmer L. Kerr who survives. Also
surviving are two daughters: Mrs. Linda Rittenhouse and Julie; a son, Rodney; two grandchildren; two sisters; and three brothers. She was a
member of the Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was conducted in the Souderton
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. J. Andrew
Stoner. Interment was in the Silverdale Cemetery.
Lee: Ervie A. Lee, Langdondale, Pa., born Jan.
7, 1897, died Nov. 23, 1980 in the Donahoe Rest
Home. She was preceded in death by her husband.
The funeral service was conducted in the Albert
Masood Funeral Chapel, Saxton, Pa., by Rev.
Earl J. Lehman. Interment was in the Hopewell
Cemetery.
Meyers: J. Guy Meyers, Williamson, Pa., born
Feb. 27,1908, died Dec. 29,1980. He was married
to Ruth M. Gish Meyers who survives. Also surviving are three sons: Lee G., Gary L., and Dean
E.; six grandchildren; a sister; and four brothers.
He was a member of the Montgomery Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Bishop Charlie B. Byers and Rev. L o m e
Lichty. I n t e r m e n t was in the M o n t g o m e r y
Cemetery.
Rotz: Clarence D. Rotz, Chambersburg, Pa.,
born Aug. 22, 1912, died Dec. 12, 1980. He was the
son of Frank and Susan Daughtery Rotz. He was
married to Mary S. Clippinger Rotz who survives.
Also surviving are three sons: Harold L., Elwood
D., and Dwight E.; five daughters: Carolyn B.,
Mrs. Margaret Burkholder, Mrs. Goldie Musser,
Mrs. Evelyn Peckman, and Mrs. Rosalyn Fickes;
13 grandchildren; three sisters; and three brothers.
He was a member of the Air Hill Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Barton Starr and Rev. Roger Witter. Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
Wright: Frank W. Wright, Chambersburg, Pa.,
born March 20, 1912, died Nov. 27, 1980 in the
Chambersburg Hospital. He is survived by his
wife, Bertha; and three sons: Ray, Earnest, and
Frank Jr. The funeral service was conducted in the
Shermans Valley Brethren in Christ Church by
Rev. Earl J. Lehman. Interment was in the Shermans Valley Cemetery.
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Our people must learn to spend their time doing
good in order to provide for real needs: They
should not live useless lives. —Titus 3:14

by Kenneth G. Prunty

Dealing with the time problem
in preparing to teach
You hear it everywhere. You hear it
from the young and the old. You hear it
from those in the church and from those
outside the church. You hear it from
leaders and teachers and almost everyone else. "There's not enough time."
"I can't find the time to do what I want
to do." "There's never enough time." "I
would really prepare my Sunday school
lesson but there is just not enough time."
If anyone were to carefully listen to
our talk, he or she would think that until
quite recently there had been plenty of
time but now there is a time shortage
like energy and food shortages.
Let us consider ten suggestions for
making better use of our time.
1. Recognize that everyone gets 168
hours a week. East or west, north or
south, everyone gets seven days a week—
168 hours. Now it is true that some persons need more sleep than others and
that some people eat faster than others.
Some people have jobs that demand
more hours than others; some people
can do some jobs more quickly than
others. Basically though, everyone today
has as much time as anyone has ever
had. Most people—especially in the
United States—have more time to make
choices about than ever before. Let's
affirm it clearly and strongly; there is no
shortage of time. There is as much time
in every day and every week and every
year as there has ever been. It is our
options and our choices about those
options that are different.
Everybody has to spend some time
working. Everyone has to spend some
time m a i n t a i n i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s in
the family, neighborhood, community,
school and church. Everyone needs to
spend some time serving and preparing
to serve. Everyone needs some time to
play and relax, although many are very
careless about this. Everyone needs some
time to pray; meditate; study the Bible;
to know God, self and others.
12

2. You are in charge of your time. We
often make statements about our time as
if someone else were choosing how we
would spend our time. Some of our
choices are so automatic that we may
not realize we make them. We know we
need rest and sleep, and our body
strongly influences our choices. Often,
however, we don't listen to our bodies
and we don't get enough rest or the kind
of relaxation we really need.
Most of us do not have the option to
not work—or at least we do not want to
live with the consequences. Most persons who are unemployed would very
much like to choose to work if that
opportunity were available. You are in
charge of your time, and so am I. You
are the time chooser and user. You and I
determine how our time will be used.
Those weekly 168-hour hunks of time
are spent by us individually. All time
management experts agree that no one
can really change their time management practices until they assume the
basic responsibility for the use of their
time. It is not the fault of your kids or
your parents or your spouse or your
neighbor or the people in China for how
your time is spent. It is your responsibility and no one else's.

be given to preparing a Sunday school
lesson. The big question of course is,
How many of my 168 hours every week
should be given to the preparation of a
Sunday school lesson? A newscaster
must ask, How many of my weekly
allotment of 168 hours should be given
to the preparation of a five-minute or
thirty-minute newscast? That question,
of course, must be asked of any task that
any of us have to do.
The bigger question is, How important is my teaching responsibility? What
kind of priority should it receive? Let's
remind ourselves that the Christian faith
is incarnational. The Word of God is
incarnate in your life as a caring teacher.
Your preparation and your involvement
in the teaching/ learning process help the

3. Recognize the importance of your
responsibility as a teacher and leader.
This question needs to be explored
whether we are talking about teaching,
one's work or whatever else. Since we
are talking about teaching and leadership here, that is our central focus.
Any person who thinks that teaching
is of little importance in the world and in
the church and community is not likely
to give sufficient time for preparation. I
am often asked how much time should

Maintain an active practice of prayer,
meditation and Bible study.
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Word of God to come alive in the midst
of those you care for.
Most Sunday school teachers would
spend at least two of their weekly 168
hours preparing a Sunday school class
session. Some would say that is far too
little, and there are many teachers who
spend considerably more than that.
Others might say it is too much. Whether
it is little or much will be determined to a
large extent by your gifts and skills, the
particular sessions you are preparing
for, the age level you are teaching, your
familiarity with the group members and
the session content.
4. Start preparation for teaching and
leading early in the week. Few of us
would quarrel with the idea of beginning
preparation early rather than later. More
of us have trouble in getting at it. It is a
good place to take charge of our time in
noticeable ways. Fifteen minutes on
Sunday and Monday nights are worth
more than an hour on Saturday night.
The Sunday school session cooking on
the back burner of your mind all week
long allows God to use your conscious
and subconscious creativity all week.
5. Skim over the whole unit. Looking
at unit purposes, getting the bigger picture of a month or two is a helpful
awareness to have. It helps a person to
know what is coming so that each session can be a meaningful part of the
whole.
6. Do a little every day. Ten to fifteen
minutes every day adds up to more than
an hour each week. It helps keep our
creativity alive and well. It helps us to be
more conscious of what we are hoping
to do. Time management studies indicate that all of us waste at least two
hours each day. Reclaiming ten to fifteen minutes of that lost time for the
ministry of teaching enables us to overcome the anxiety that little or no preparation builds in us. This anxiety can
hinder God's creative work in teachers
and leaders.
7. Try to keep a time and place for
your preparation. At a set time each
day, as regularly as possible, work on
Sunday school sessions. For some it is
better early in the day, for others, later.
But whatever time you decide, keep the
time and use it. This practice alone can
do much to overcome the time problem
we all struggle with. It is also helpful to
have a special place where you keep a
Bible, Sunday school teacher's guide
and student handbook, teaching kits,
etc. This keeps us from wasting valuable
time trying to find our materials and
resources.
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Brochures
describing
the 1981 Summer
Service
program of the
Board of
Christian
Education
will soon
be available
in your
congregation.

Keep a sack, box or file for resources
and ideas. If session planning is cooking
on the back burner of your mind you
will often get ideas while reading various
magazines and books or while watching
TV that might help enrich a Sunday
school class session. If you have a special
place to put such ideas and resources
they will be available when you need
them. A variety of learning activities
enriches any class session for children,
youth or adults. Sunday school curriculum materials have many helpful ideas
but there are many others available too
if we are caring about our teaching and
watching for helpful ideas.
A variety of learning activities keeps
the edge of excitement in our teaching
and helps to make children, youth and
adults eager learners.
8. Maintain an active practice of
prayer, meditation and Bible study. It is
much easier to talk about the importance of the Bible than it is to maintain a
regular, active use of it. It is sometimes
more exciting to talk about the value of
prayer and meditation than it is to maintain a vital practice of it in our daily
lives. This is essential to effective teaching and leadership in the church. If you
don't have time for prayer, meditation
and Bible study, it is time to ask again
who is in charge of your time and what
priority a relationship with God really
has in your life?

9. Allow time to keep in touch. The
caring teacher is not only concerned
about what happens in the class session,
but is equally concerned about keeping
in touch with group members outside
the Sunday school through the week.
Use the telephone to keep in touch, to let
persons know you care. Use the mail to
send cards for birthdays, holidays and
sometimes just to let a person know you
are thinking about them.
The card and the phone are important contacts but there is still nothing
that takes the place of a personal visit.
We know now that growing Sunday
schools are characterized by teachers
and workers who carry on an active visitation with boys and girls, young people and adults who are a part of that
church's ministry. This is an important
part of teaching the gospel. Keep in
touch with all group or class members
on a regular basis.
10. Evaluate and reflect on your use of
time. We all need to pause periodically
to examine our use of time. Are we
spending our time doing good in order
to provide for real needs? Are we "walking our talk" so that we can avoid living
useless lives? We all have 168 hours a
week. Each of us is in charge. May God
guide us in using our time wisely.

Used by permission of Christian Leadership.
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Messiah College News
The art and handicraft of Messiah Village
residents will be exhibited at Messiah College on March 2-28.

Lynn Thrush Ordained
On December 28,1980, Lynn Thrush was
ordained to the ministry in the Fairview
Avenue Brethren in Christ Church, Waynesboro, PA, where he has pastored for the past
2y2 years. Bishop Alvin Book presided at the
service; Bishop Henry Ginder presented the
sermon; and Lynn's father-in-law, Rev.
Richard Long, gave the charge.
Lynn, converted at the age of eleven at a
revival service under the ministry of Rev.
Paul McBeth, graduated from Messiah College and Asbury Theological Seminary. In
the year between his college and seminary
training, he served as Executive Director of
the Lebanon Valley Youth for Christ.
He is married to the former Carol Long
and they have a son, Alan.

Final Service . . .
from page 16

He sat in the back row, but everyone
knew that he was there. Seated next to
him was one of our deacons, a man who
walked several miles to attend church
each Sunday we met for services, never
missing. He slid over and sat next to Jeb,
shaking hands with him. Thank God for
men like Warren Jarvis, I thought.
All the members of that little church
were there for that final service and the
fact that it was the last one made it a very
emotional experience for all of us. But I
tried not to think of that as I preached. I
was preaching to one man, and he sat in
the back row with an army blanket still
draped around his shoulders.
"Jesus Christ died for you. He left his
home in Heaven so that we might
receive forgiveness for our sins and gain
the gift of eternal life."
On and on I went, the words pouring
forth, yet I knew they were words God
himself was giving me.
"Let's sing a hymn of invitation," I
said finally, exhausted.
Jeb Brewster stood but did not sing as
14

Continuing Education classes for adults
during the second semester include: Introduction to Bible Study, Acts of the Apostles,
Teacher Training Workshop, Colossians,
Managing Family Finances, Management,
Prevention and Care of Athletic Injuries,
Will Somebody Help My Teacher, Rapid
Reading, Mainstreaming, Criminology, and
Nutrition Through Life Cycle.

professor at Asbury Theological Seminary,
and Dr. Robert Suggs, Dr. George Kimber,
and Dr. Owen Alderfer, all teachers at Messiah College.
Five courses will be taught: Preaching
from Luke-Acts, Brethren in Christ Life and
Thought, Current Brethren in Christ Life,
Psalms and Wisdom Literature, and Ministry to Families.
All courses are creditable toward Messiah
College bachelor's degrees, master of divinity degrees with cooperating seminaries, and
ministerial credential requirements of the
Brethren in Christ Church. The classes may
also be audited.

For the first time in its history of service to
the Christian community, Messiah College is
sponsoring a Summer School for Ministry.
The three-week program is from June 15
through July 3, 1981. The school offers significant courses, effective teaching, and programming on both college and seminary levels. Yet the classes are open to all regardless
of educational or denominational background.
Teachers will be Dr. Donald Demaray,

The new health center at Messiah College
features an infirmary, examination rooms, a
waiting room, all new furniture, and some
new equipment. A doctor, who visits the
greatly expanded center three mornings a
week, is available to students without charge.
The campus nurse, Ruth Brubaker, invites
visitors to examine the new facilities, located
in Hillcrest Apartments, anytime they are on
the campus.

that little church was filled with the
familiar words of "Just as I Am."
"Won't you come to Jesus?" I pleaded
before we sang the last verse, looking
straight at Jeb.
He shook his head and my heart
broke. Touch his heart, God! I prayed,
tears in my eyes. I noticed Warren Jarvis
talking with Jeb as we finished singing,
but of course could not hear what was
being said.
Suddenly, from that back row, a
voice cried out. It was Jeb Brewster, his
arms raised and that old face looking
up. "I believe, Jesus!" he cried. "I
believe!"
The service officially ended right then,
all of us crowding around Jeb to welcome him to the family of God. If there
had been any doubt of his sincerity, one
look at that wrinkled old face removed
that doubt. Jeb Brewster was smiling, a
warm, peaceful smile.
"What did you say to him?" I asked
Warren while the others were talking to
Jeb.
"I just reminded him that his dear wife
is in Heaven and that they would be
separated for all eternity if he didn't
receive Christ," Warren replied. "He
was under conviction, though, Mike. I
knew that from the moment he walked
in."

I stayed in that little community all
day, just fellowshipping with those people I knew I might never see again this
side of Heaven. Jeb and I were invited to
eat dinner at Mrs. Elkins' home, along
with several others. It was just a wonderful Sunday and the new life already evident in Jeb made me want to stay on
there indefinitely.
But I was still a college student, after
all, and had classes the next day, so
eventually I said goodbye to Jeb and
Warren and all the rest and headed back
to school. It was a weekend I'd never
forget.
Less than a week later I was in the
library there on campus when one of the
assistant librarians came up to me.
"Mike, there's a man waiting at the
door to see you," she whispered. "I don't
think he's from around here, either."
I wasn't expecting anyone, but hurried to find out who it was. There stood
Warren Jarvis, dressed in his farming
clothes. He admittedly looked out of
place among the college students entering and leaving the library, but I didn't
care about that.
"Come in, Warren," I began, delighted to see him. "We can go to the lounge
and talk."
"I'd rather you come out," he replied.
"It was a cold day, but I complied.
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
James W. Skillen has been appointed the
first Executive Director of the Association
for Public Justice. Dr. Skillen assumes the
new post in late summer and will consolidate
the Association's administrative office in the
Washington, D.C. area by mid-1982.
Presently heading the Department of Political Science at Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA, he was a member of the Messiah
College faculty from 1973 to 1975. His wife
Doreen is the daughter of Fay and the late
Carlton Wittlinger, Grantham, PA.
During its formative years in the early
70's, Skillen served as an advisor to the
Association, later becoming a board member.
His book, Global Politics and the Demand
for Justice, is scheduled to be released soon.
Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda told
the 12 people graduating from Baptist Theological Seminary of Zambia in December
they have an important role to play in Zambia's development. "Society can conquer
poverty and all its off-shoots, but without
spiritual and moral values, man's life would
have no meaning or purpose," he said, telling
the young pastors and their wives they are
needed to spearhead development of spiritual and moral values. President Kaunda is
the son of a Presbyterian minister.

F r o m his expression I could tell this was
not a social call. We sat down on a
bench under an old tree a few yards
away. "What brings you into the city?" I
wanted to know.
"Had something to tell you," he said.
"Jeb Brewster died last night."
"Jeb's gone?" I repeated, swallowing.
"I was with him when he died,"
Warren went on. "He wanted me to be
sure to give you a message."
I didn't reply; I couldn't.
"He said to tell you he's going to see
his wife again because he asked Jesus to
come into his heart last Sunday. He said
that Jesus saved him because Mike
shaved him," Warren continued, eyes
watery.
I couldn't speak for a few seconds.
"Thanks for telling me, Warren," I
managed finally, admittedly broken up.
"Praise the Lord that Jeb was ready!"
"Praise the Lord that you stuck with
him until he was," Warren added.
And I had come so close to giving up
on an old guy like Jeb Brewster because
he wasn't interested in the gospel! That
was too close. You might even call it a
close shave.

Christopher Harris is the pseudonym
an author living in southern California.

February 25, 1981
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The Brethren in Christ and MCC
The Mennonite Central Committee, in its 61st year of ministry to human
need "in the name of Christ," is the cooperative relief and service agency of
some 17 Mennonite and Brethren in Christ groups in North America.
Several articles and an annual report in this issue describe in part the
varied ministries of MCC. Community development, peacemaking and
relief and material aid are major aspects of our response through M C C to
the spiritual ministry Jesus Christ spoke of in his "inaugural address":
The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom
for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
To release the oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.
(Luke 4:18-19, NIV)
Consider some of the more obvious ways Brethren in Christ share in the
ministry of MCC:
—personnel on field assignment (19 currently; more than 150 total)
—persons in administration (John Stoner, executive secretary of M C C
Peace Section U.S.; Nancy Heisey, secretary for Southern Africa)
—board members (Ross Nigh recently named as vice-chairman of MCC;
five Brethren in Christ on the 37-member central committee)
—local involvement in regional M C C structures (such as M C C West
Coast, MCC East Coast, M C C Ontario)
—countless hours of volunteer work with Mennonite Disaster Service
—overseas development and relief programs assisting Brethren in Christ
in India, Nicaragua, Zimbabwe and Zambia
— M C C Peace section, a primary resource for our working in areas of
peacemaking and draft counseling
—Native American and minority ministries programs in North America
—a host of grass roots activities such as meat canning, apple drying,
quilting, preparing of Christmas bundles, participating in relief sales
and M C C thrift shops
— M C C News Service providing you, through the Visitor, with reports
on M C C ministries and perspectives on world developments.
In addition to being the principal avenue for our compassionate
responses to human need, our relationship with M C C has enriched the
Brethren in Christ Church. A newspaper clipping received recently highlights a 34-year friendship started when a Brethren in Christ member in
Pennsylvania tucked a note into a Christmas bundle bound for post-war
Germany. She and the recipient, a kindergarten teacher, have corresponded regularly ever since. Others could tell of friendships begun in an
MCC assignment and maintained over the years.

;

M C C has helped to challenge the Brethren in Christ in areas of discipleship and lifestyle. Witness the ministry of the More- With-Less Cookbook,
Living More With Less, and the writings of Norman Wingert and others.
M C C workers can enrich the church with their unique experience and
perspectives, providing we open ourselves to their input. And, working
together with Mennonites in MCC, we found other areas for cooperation,
such as mental health, international and home missions, and Sunday
school curricula.
Our relationship with MCC has been healthy and productive. In the
coming years may we work to strengthen our support of MCC's ministries
"in the name of Christ."
G
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His name was Jeb Brewster and I had
put off seeing him all week. On Friday I
decided it was now or never and made
the long drive out to the one-room shack
he called home.
The little church where I had served
as pastor for more than a year was just
across from Jeb's place, yet he had never
attended a service. Now the church was
closing. Our final service was just two
days away, in fact.
"Very impressive, Mike," one of my
friends at the college I attended back in
the city had said with a laugh. "When
you took over that church it had thirteen
members; now it'll have zero!"
That was true, but I wasn't discouraged. I was nineteen years old at the-time
and pastoring that little country church
every other Sunday was a great experience. A large company had purchased
a tract of land in that part of the state,
however, and my entire congregation
would be moving on. As far as I was
concerned it was the Lord's way of closing that door; I knew he would lead me
somewhere else.
I wanted Jeb Brewster to attend our
final service. I had talked to Jeb on several occasions and knew that he was not
a Christian. I guess I wanted one more
chance to present the gospel to that
skinny old man.
"Come in," a feeble voice invited
when I knocked on the door.
It was mid-morning but Jeb was still
in bed when I entered his room, a big
smile on my face. He was not smiling,
though. J e b looked like he always
looked: emaciated, unshaven, pitiful.
"What do you want?" he asked, a suspicious tone to his voice.
"This Sunday will be our last service
in the church," I explained, sitting on the
edge of his bed. "Everybody will be
there—"
"I won't," he interrupted.
"Why not, Jeb?" I questioned. "I'd
sure like you to come."
"Don't believe any of those Bible stories," he said. "Anyway, I can't go anywhere. My clothes are dirty, I'm dirty,
haven't shaved in a week—"
16

Based on a true experience
as told to Christopher Harris
"Don't worry about that," I told him.
"I'll wash your clothes, give you a bath,
and shave you!" Did I really say that? I
asked myself, swallowing. The thought
of doing any of those things for Jeb
Brewster repulsed me. Yet I knew I
would if that was what the Lord required.
Jeb didn't reply right away. He looked
at the floor for a while, then he looked at
me. "You'd wash my clothes, give me a
bath, and even shave me?" he said
finally.
"Sure would," I agreed.
"Well," he began slowly, "if you'll do
all that, I guess I could come."
I left his room a couple of minutes
later with those filthy clothes in my
hands. They literally stunk and the
nearest garbage can was where they
belonged. Still, I had promised to wash
them and had no intention of going
back on my word.
With no washing machine, however, I
would have had problems keeping my
promise if it hadn't been for a lady in the
church named Mrs. Elkins. She held Jeb

Brewster's clothes at arm's distance,
wrinkling her nose at the same time, but
was more than willing to wash them if
that would get Jeb to church. I could
pick them up the next day, she said.
Armed with clean clothes, soap, and
shaving gear, I returned to Jeb Brewster's room early Sunday morning. He
was in bed, of course.
"I'm sick," he said. "Can't make it."
"Jeb Brewster, you're going to church!"
I announced, hanging his clothes on a
nail.
"But I'm dirty and haven't shaved—"
"We'll take care of that," I assured
him.
He didn't have a bathtub, just an old
wash tub, so it took a while to fill it with
water—especially since I had to heat the
water on his old potbellied stove. What
am I doing here? I asked myself more
than once. This is a waste of time!
When the wash tub was half filled, I
stuck my finger in and brought it right
back out. Too hot. So I shaved Jeb first.
Sure, I nicked him a few times, but I had
never shaved anyone else before, after
all. He didn't complain once.
Next I have him a bath, also a firsttime experience for me. It was getting
late by that time and I was due at the
church in less than half an hour. "Now
let's get you dressed," I said.
Ten minutes later Jeb Brewster stood
in front of the jagged old mirror propped
up on a shelf as I combed his hair. "Jeb,
you're beautiful!" I told him.
He studied his reflection for a second,
then nodded. "Don't look too bad for an
old coot at that, do I?"
It was a cold morning and he was
wearing only cotton pants and a thin
shirt. "Do you have a jacket or a coat?" I
asked.
"No, I sure don't," he replied. "That's
why I stay in bed so much. At least I can
keep warm that way."
We were a strange sight as we walked
to the church together a few minutes
later. I in my usual blue suit; Jeb Brewster with an old army blanket draped
around his bony shoulders.
to page 14
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